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Coming Up on November 13:

Meet the Candidates!
Did you know that Blythewood is the fast-growing community of 10,000 or less residents in the state? With much debate about how the town should best address and plan for that growth, our community will need strong leadership with a clear vision of the future of Blythewood.

In January, residents of the Town of Blythewood will have to opportunity to elect a new mayor and two town council members. Candidates, who must be town residents, have until noon on November 8 to register for the election. So far, Councilman Ed Garrision has filed to run for mayor, and Councilman Keith Bailey is running for re-election. In addition, Kathleen Cauthen, Bob Massa, Jim McLean are candidates for council. 

Because our business community has a vested interest in these elections, we’re inviting these candidates to participate in a candidate panel discussion during our November 13 meeting. Each candidate will be given the opportunity to respond to the following questions and to make some closing remarks:
· Please tell us where you stand on the proposed Town Center project, the possible sale or renovation of the Community Center, a Town Park, and the proposed visitors’ center?
· How would you improve the ways in which the town’s leadership communicates with residents, Richland County Council, the greater Blythewood community, local business owners and business leaders, and developers?

· Traffic is an ongoing concern in Blythewood, given our location along I-77. What are your ideas about addressing this problem? 

· How could the accommodations tax revenue be used to bring people and new business to Blythewood?

· With the growth that is planned and already underway, do you have a plan to manage that growth?

· What is your five-year plan for the town?

· Why do you feel you are the best candidate for mayor or town council?
We hope you will join us for this unique opportunity to meet the candidates and make your concerns known to them. See you at 7:30 AM at The Southern Pig—and please bring a guest!

BBC Contacts

President

Laura Kiser

e: lkiser@sc.rr.com

p: 351-2988

f: 735-8883

Vice President

Brian Lee

e: brian@threeriversmortgage.com

p: 920-3740

Treasurer

Eddie Wingard

e: eddie.wingard@firstcitizensonline.com

p: 931-8544

c: 413-0217

Secretary

Neysa Rimer

e: nmr0131@aol.com

p: 754-0534

c: 238-4147

At Large Member

Bill Plunkett

e: wplunkett@casofsc.com

o: 714-9911

c: 600-6703

f: 714-1188

Membership Committee

Jay Keefer

e: jay@k2communications.biz

p: 807-3021

f: 786-6706

Marketing Communications Committee

Chris Keefer

e: chris@k2communications.biz

p: 315-8817

f: 786-6706

Parade Committee

Richard Clark

e: rclark130@sc.rr.com

p: 735-3585

Scholarship Committee

Robert McMaster

e: Robert.McMaster@edwardjones.com

p: 754-0277

Christmas Tree Lighting Committee

Kellie Ballentine
e: kellieballentine@allstate.com
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Help Us Light Up Blythewood!

Are you ready to light up Blythewood for the 2007 Holiday Season? If so, you will want to join us for this year’s Christmas Tree Lighting on Sunday, November 18, starting at 5:00 PM.

This annual event officially kicks off the town’s holiday season with the tree lighting in the parking lot of Kellie Ballentine’s Allstate Insurance office on Langford Road. From this night on through January 1, the tree stays decorated and fully illuminated as the town’s official Christmas tree.

The event will be capped off with music by the Blythewood Orchestra and refreshments just a short walk away at Town Hall.

The BBC, along with the Lions Club and the Town of Blythewood, will be sponsoring this year’s Christmas Tree Lighting. Bundle up and get in the holiday spirit!

C’mon… Get Happy!
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At the end of each BBC meeting, you’ll find people reaching into their pockets and wallets. It’s not to pay for breakfast; instead, it’s because they want to share a “Happy Dollar” and some good news. 

And here’s another happy thought: all Happy Dollars go into the Coalition treasury to help fund our scholarship program!

The Blythewood Business Coalition exists to:

· Promote Blythewood area businesses by providing a forum of communication to exchange information and ideas as they relate to business

· Promote harmonious interaction between area businesses, the local governments, and the community at large by giving all business one collective voice.
Blythewood Business Coalition
PO Box 1055

Blythewood, SC 29016

803-397-2089

www.bbc.blythewoodnet.net

Welcome Aboard, New Members!

Suzanne Enz
Carolina Sunrise
PO Box 40
Elgin, SC 29045
e: editor@carolinasunrise.com
p: 234-6784
Melvin H. Stepp
Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc.
1335 Loner Road
Blythewood, SC 29016

e: mandlstepp1@bellsouth.net
p: 754-0750
Member Notes

Richard & Brenda Tietjen of Bear Creek Stables hosted their first Annual Autumn Festival and open house on October 21. Those attending noted that it was a great family event, allowing kids to enjoy face painting and pumpkin carving, and to see the horses and how they are cared for. Everyone enjoyed the great outdoors and some great food, catered by The Southern Pig.
New member Suzanne Enz wanted to let everyone know that her monthly newspaper, Carolina Sunrise, is distributed in Blythewood as NE Columbia, Ridgeway, Winnsboro, and Elgin. The paper debuted in April and features stories written by readers. Pick up a copy when you see it around town, and let Suzanne know how you like the Carolina Sunrise.


3 Ways to Take Part in This Year’s Christmas Parade

This year’s Blythewood Christmas Parade is set for Sunday, December 9, starting at 2:00 PM. All we need is your support! Here are three ways to support the Coalition’s biggest event of the year:
1

Invite your customers, clients, family, neighbors, and friends to enjoy the parade—then tip them off on the best place to watch! The parade lines up on Oakhurst Road, turns right onto Wilson Boulevard (SC 21), right onto Blythewood Road, right onto Boney Road, and then on to Bethel-Hanberry Elementary School. The viewing stand will be located near the corner of Wilson Boulevard and Blythewood Road. That’s where you’ll find parade emcee Dawndy Mercer, as the Blythewood resident and WIS-TV news anchor provides the commentary.

2

Encourage your neighborhood, coworkers, scout troop, school organization, sports club, or church group to enter the parade. It’s a lot of fun, and the group will get lots of visibility as they march past all the people lining the parade route. Be sure to use the parade entry form attached to this newsletter. For more information, call Kerri Baker (Blythewood Realty) at 754-1141.
3

You still have time to support the parade with a sponsorship or entry. A parade sponsorship form is attached to this newsletter. Parade sponsorships of any amount are welcome, but anyone donating $250 or more will receive a signed, limited edition sketch by BBC member and artist Harold Branham. As a resident of Blythewood, Harold has added a new sketch each year to his series of Blythewood scenes that are presented only to Christmas Parade sponsors.

Build a Playground with the BBC!

The new Jeep Rogers Family YMCA at Lake Carolina officially opened its doors on November 3, but there’s one big finishing touch to complete—the children’s playground, designed by local kids with the help of KaBOOM and YMCA. 

The Blythewood Business Coalition will be taking part in the Community Build Day on Thursday, November 15, starting at 8 AM. If you would like to be part of our build team, call BBC president Laura Kiser (351-2988) to register. 

We hope you’ll join us in supporting the Y and the Blythewood area community!













Mark Your Calendar!


Monthly Meeting


Tuesday, November 13


7:30 AM


The Southern Pig, Blythewood


Come hear what the candidates for Blythewood’s mayor and town council seats have on their minds as they gear up for the January 8 town elections. Also, Sen. Joel Lourie will be visiting with us. 


YMCA Community Build Day


Thursday, November 15


8:00 AM


Jeep Rogers Family YMCA


Lake Carolina


Join the BBC in building the KaBOOM children’s playground at the new Y. Come dressed and ready to work!


Christmas Tree Lighting


Sunday, November 18


5:00 PM


All-State Insurance


162 Langford Road


Help us light up Blythewood for the holidays and enjoy some holiday refreshments afterwards at Town Hall. 


Christmas Parade


Sunday, December 9�3:00 PM


Celebrate Christmas with a community parade through downtown Blythewood.











Deadline for December Issue: Friday, November 23
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